
Mastering the Basics: How to Change a Diaper 

Welcoming a newborn into your life is a joyous occasion, but it also comes with a set of 
practical tasks, including the inevitable diaper changes. If you're a new parent or 
caregiver, learning how to change a diaper is an essential skill. In this guide, we'll walk 
you through the step-by-step process, making this routine task a breeze. 

Step 1: Gather Your Supplies 

Before you begin, ensure you have all the necessary supplies within arm's reach. This 
includes: 

 Clean diapers 
 Baby wipes 
 Diaper rash cream (if needed) 
 Changing pad or a clean, soft surface 
 Plastic bag for diaper disposal 

Step 2: Wash Your Hands 

Hygiene is paramount, so start by thoroughly washing your hands. This prevents the 
spread of germs and ensures a clean environment for your little one. 

Step 3: Choose the Right Location 

Select a safe and comfortable area for diaper changes. Many parents use a changing 
table, but a bed or the floor with a changing pad works just as well. Always stay close to 
your baby, and never leave them unattended on an elevated surface. 

Step 4: Remove the Dirty Diaper 

Place your baby on their back and unfasten the dirty diaper. Use the front of the diaper 
to gently clean any excess waste. For baby girls, wipe from front to back to prevent 
infections. 

Step 5: Lift the Baby's Bottom 

Gently lift your baby's bottom off the changing surface using their ankles. Slide the dirty 
diaper out from underneath them, folding it closed to contain the mess. Place the soiled 
diaper in a plastic bag for disposal. 

Step 6: Clean Your Baby 

Use baby wipes to carefully clean your baby's bottom. Be thorough but gentle to avoid 
irritation. Lift your baby's legs to clean the diaper area effectively. 
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Step 7: Allow Time to Air-Dry 

If possible, allow your baby's bottom some time to air-dry before putting on a fresh 
diaper. This brief exposure to air helps prevent diaper rash. 

Step 8: Apply Diaper Cream (If Needed) 

If your baby has signs of diaper rash, apply a thin layer of diaper rash cream to protect 
and soothe their skin. 

Step 9: Put on a Fresh Diaper 

Slide a clean diaper under your baby, ensuring the tabs are on either side. Fasten the 
diaper snugly but not too tight, and double-check that it's in the correct position to 
prevent leaks. 

Step 10: Dispose of the Used Diaper 

Seal the used diaper in the plastic bag and dispose of it in a diaper pail or a designated 
trash bin. 

Changing a diaper might seem daunting at first, but with practice, it becomes second 
nature. As you master this routine task, it becomes a bonding moment with your baby, 
fostering a sense of care and attentiveness. Remember, each diaper change is an 
opportunity for connection and care in your parenting journey. 
 


