
Navigating the Marriage Visa UK: Essential 

Information for Couples 

For couples looking to build their life together in the United Kingdom, obtaining a marriage visa 

is an essential step. The marriage visa UK, also known as a spouse visa, allows non-UK 

citizens to join their partners in the UK and live together. This article will guide you through the 

key aspects of the marriage visa UK, including eligibility requirements, the application process, 

and important considerations. 

What is a Marriage Visa UK? 

The marriage visa UK is designed for individuals who are married to or in a civil partnership with 

a British citizen or someone with settled status in the UK. This visa allows the non-UK spouse to 

live, work, and study in the UK, and it can eventually lead to Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) 

and British citizenship. 

 

 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/uk-marriage-visas/103.html


Eligibility Criteria 

To qualify for a marriage visa UK, applicants must meet several requirements: 

1. Relationship Requirements: The applicant must be legally married to or in a civil 

partnership with a UK citizen or a person with settled status. The relationship must be 

genuine and subsisting. 

2. Financial Requirements: The sponsoring partner must demonstrate that they can 

financially support the applicant without relying on public funds. This typically involves a 

minimum income threshold of £18,600 per year, which increases if there are dependent 

children. 

3. English Language Proficiency: The applicant must meet the English language 

requirements by passing an approved test or having a degree taught in English. 

4. Accommodation: The couple must have adequate accommodation for themselves and 

any dependents. 

Application Process 

Applying for a marriage visa UK involves several steps: 

1. Online Application: Complete the online application form on the UK government 

website. Pay the application fee and the Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS). 

2. Gather Supporting Documents: Collect all necessary documents, including proof of 

relationship, financial evidence, proof of English language proficiency, and details of 

accommodation. 

3. Biometric Appointment: Book and attend a biometric appointment to provide 

fingerprints and a photograph. 

4. Submit Application: Submit the completed application and supporting documents either 

online or by mail, depending on your location. 

5. Wait for Decision: Processing times vary, but applicants typically receive a decision 

within 12 weeks if applying from outside the UK, or up to 8 weeks if applying from within 

the UK. 

Conclusion 

Securing a marriage visa UK is a critical step for couples wishing to live together in the UK. By 

understanding the eligibility criteria, following the application process carefully, and providing 

thorough documentation, applicants can increase their chances of a successful outcome. With 

the right preparation, you can begin your journey towards building a life together in the UK. 
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