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History of Hot Air Balloons — SkyWaltz

Do you want to know when the hot air balloon was invented and who built the first one?

The history of ballooning is enthralling. It features Benjamin Franklin, two French paper manufacturers, and two farm
animals. The secret of aerial navigation was found near the end of the 18th century in 1782, after numerous repeated
experiments over more than 20 centuries, when Stephen (Jacques-Etienne Montgolfier) and Joseph Montgolfier performed
their ingenious aerostatic experiment. Fire smoke hung over Parisian roofs for hours before dissipating into clouds,
providing inspiration for an innovation that changed our world forever!

The Montgolfier Brothers

Jacques and Joseph Montgolfier, French brothers, were the local paper producers in the Southern French town of Alchemy.
When the brothers burned paper, they noticed that the ashes drifted up into the air. They believed that the heat and
smoke from the flame had a peculiar lifting ability, so they devised a vessel capable of capturing the heat and smoke and
lifting them off the ground. The Montgolfier Brothers of Annonay, France, launched the first large-scale balloon flight on
June 4, 1973. On the 10th of July, a Paris newspaper said that numerous individuals had witnessed it. According to the
narrative, the balloon was approximately 36 feet long, 16 feet high, and about as high, and upon landing about 7 - 8
minutes after departure, the globe was destroyed by peasant labourers who thought it was the moon falling from the sky.

The Very First Hot Air Balloon Ride

On September 12, 1783, the day set aside for the first balloon flight exhibition before members of the Royal Academy, a
load weighing 400-500Ibs ascended. Unfortunately, the balloon was damaged by a sudden gust of wind caused by severe
winds. A new hot air balloon with the same dimensions was ordered. The new balloon, which had a wicker basket, was
inflated in Versailles in the presence of King Louis XVI and the royal family. As the first hot air ballooning passengers, the
French King suggested a sheep, a duck, and a rooster be placed in the basket. The balloon flew into the sky for eight
minutes before landing safely When the Montgolfier brothers realised what they had accomplished, they approached King
Louis XVI to see if he would inspect their creation, which now carried two people instead of farmyard animals. King Louis
XVI concurred.
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About Us

SkyWaltz Balloon Safari, a brand of E Factor
Adventure Tourism Private Limited stands as
India’s pioneering government-approved Hot Air
Balloon operation. In January 2008, SkyWaltz
secured official authorization from the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, marking India’s first foray into fully

regulated commercial Hot Air Ballooning.
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