
Understanding Indefinite Leave to Remain in the 

UK 

Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) is a significant milestone for many immigrants living in the UK. 

It represents the ability to live, work, and study in the UK without any time restrictions, offering a 

sense of security and permanence. For those aspiring to settle in the UK long-term, achieving 

ILR is a critical step toward establishing a stable life and ultimately applying for British 

citizenship. 

This article delves into the key aspects of Indefinite Leave to Remain, including eligibility 

requirements, the application process, the benefits it offers, and how it opens the door to British 

citizenship. 

 

Eligibility Criteria for Indefinite Leave to Remain 

To qualify for Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK, applicants must meet specific eligibility 

criteria. The most important of these criteria are residency requirements, which vary depending 

on the type of visa the applicant holds. 

1. Length of Stay in the UK: 

Most individuals are eligible to apply for ILR after residing in the UK for a set period. For 

example, people on the Skilled Worker Visa or Tier 2 Visa typically need to have lived in 

the UK for five years before applying for ILR. Certain other categories, such as those on 

an Innovator Visa or Global Talent Visa, may also apply after five years. Some visas, like 

the UK Ancestry Visa, may have slightly different time requirements. 

2. Absences from the UK: 

During the qualifying period, applicants must ensure that they have not spent too much 

time outside the UK. Generally, you cannot be absent from the UK for more than 180 



days in any 12-month period during the qualifying time. Long absences could impact 

eligibility for ILR. 

3. Good Character Requirement: 

Applicants must demonstrate good character, which generally means having no criminal 

record or breaches of immigration laws. Any past criminal convictions or violations of 

immigration rules can result in the refusal of an ILR application. 

4. English Language and Life in the UK Test: 

To be eligible for ILR, applicants must demonstrate proficiency in the English language. 

This can be done by passing an approved English language test or having a degree that 

was taught in English. Additionally, applicants must pass the Life in the UK test, which 

assesses their knowledge of British traditions, laws, and culture. 

5. Continuous Residence: 

To qualify for ILR, you must show continuous residence in the UK. This means living in 

the UK without extended periods of absence or switching between visas that do not 

count toward ILR eligibility. 

Application Process for Indefinite Leave to Remain 

The application process for Indefinite Leave to Remain UK is relatively straightforward, but it 

requires careful preparation to ensure all necessary documentation is submitted. 

1. Submit Your Application Online: 

Applications for ILR are typically made online. You’ll need to complete an online form, 

providing personal details, information about your current visa status, employment 

history, and proof of continuous residence. The application must be submitted before 

your current visa expires. 

2. Biometric Appointment: 

As part of the application process, you will need to attend a biometric appointment. This 

involves providing your fingerprints and a photograph, which will be used to create your 

biometric residence permit if your application is successful. 

3. Submit Supporting Documents: 

The supporting documents you submit will vary depending on your visa category. 

Common documents include proof of identity (such as a passport), proof of residency 

(such as utility bills or rental agreements), proof of employment or self-employment, and 

evidence of meeting the financial requirements for your visa. For many applicants, proof 

of passing the Life in the UK test and the English language test is also required. 

4. Wait for a Decision: 

Once your application is submitted, you’ll need to wait for a decision. The processing 

time for ILR applications can vary, but it typically takes around 6 months. If you need a 

faster decision, you may be able to pay for priority processing, which can speed up the 

process to just a few weeks. 

Benefits of Indefinite Leave to Remain 

https://www.visasimple.com/ilr-visa-uk.html


Securing Indefinite Leave to Remain brings numerous advantages to individuals and families 

wishing to establish permanent roots in the UK. Here are some of the key benefits: 

1. No Time Restrictions: 

Unlike most visas, ILR allows you to live, work, and study in the UK without worrying 

about visa expiration dates. This provides long-term security and the freedom to pursue 

opportunities without immigration limitations. 

2. Access to Public Benefits: 

ILR holders are entitled to access public services and benefits, including healthcare and 

welfare support. This can significantly reduce financial pressures for individuals and 

families who may need assistance. 

3. Pathway to British Citizenship: 

After holding ILR for a minimum of 12 months, you can apply for British citizenship, 

provided you meet the other eligibility requirements. British citizenship grants you the 

right to vote, obtain a British passport, and enjoy the full benefits of being a British 

citizen. 

4. Freedom of Travel: 

ILR allows you to travel freely in and out of the UK without worrying about visa 

requirements. However, it’s important to note that extended absences from the UK may 

jeopardize your ILR status, so careful planning is necessary for international travel. 

Applying for British Citizenship After ILR 

One of the most important aspects of securing ILR is that it paves the way for British citizenship. 

After holding ILR for at least 12 months, you can apply to become a British citizen, provided you 

meet the eligibility criteria. Citizenship grants you all the rights and privileges of being a British 

national, including the right to vote and hold a UK passport. 

The application process for British citizenship is separate from ILR, and it requires a new set of 

documents, including proof of residency and a good character declaration. While not everyone 

with ILR may choose to apply for citizenship, many view it as the final step in their journey 

toward fully integrating into British society. 

Conclusion 

Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK is a significant step toward achieving permanent residency 

and long-term stability in the country. It offers individuals and families the freedom to live and 

work without restrictions, access public benefits, and eventually apply for British citizenship. By 

understanding the eligibility requirements and preparing a well-supported application, you can 

successfully obtain ILR and enjoy the many benefits that come with it. 
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