
Vietnam Travel Visa: Essential Guide for 
British Citizens 

Vietnam, with its rich history, vibrant culture, and stunning landscapes, has become an increasingly 
popular destination for British travelers. Understanding the visa requirements is crucial to ensure a 
smooth journey. This guide provides comprehensive information on the Vietnam travel visa process and 
entry regulations for UK passport holders.​
 

 

Visa Exemption for British Citizens 

British passport holders can enter Vietnam without a visa for stays up to 45 days for tourism or business 
purposes. This extension from the previous 15-day exemption offers more flexibility for travelers. 
However, certain conditions must be met: 



●​ Passport Validity: Your passport must be valid for at least six months from your date of entry 
into Vietnam.​
 

●​ Purpose of Visit: The exemption applies to tourism and business visits only. Activities like paid 
work or volunteering require appropriate visas. 

Applying for a Vietnam Travel Visa 

For stays exceeding 45 days or for purposes not covered under the visa exemption, British citizens must 
obtain a visa. There are several options available: 

1. E-Visa 

Vietnam offers an electronic visa (e-visa) system, allowing UK citizens to apply online without visiting 
the embassy. The e-visa is valid for up to 90 days and allows multiple entries. 

Application Process: 

1.​ Online Application: Complete the application form on the official Vietnam e-visa website.​
 

2.​ Required Documents: Upload a scanned copy of your passport's bio page and a recent 
passport-sized photograph.​
 

3.​ Payment: Pay the visa fee using a valid credit or debit card.​
 

4.​ Processing Time: E-visas are typically processed within 1-3 working days.​
 

5.​ Approval: Once approved, download and print the e-visa to present upon arrival in Vietnam. 

In the middle of the application process, many travelers often have questions about whether they are 
applying for the correct Vietnam travel visa. It's essential to ensure that the selected visa type 
corresponds with your travel purpose to avoid complications. 

2. Visa on Arrival (VOA) 

For travelers who prefer to obtain their visa upon arrival, the VOA option is available at specific 
international airports in Vietnam. However, this method requires a pre-approval letter obtained before 
traveling. 

Steps to Obtain VOA: 

1.​ Pre-Approval Letter: Apply through an authorized service to receive a visa approval letter.​
 

https://www.evisaprime.com/country/vietnam


2.​ Arrival in Vietnam: Present the approval letter, passport, passport-sized photos, and the 
completed entry-exit form at the VOA counter.​
 

3.​ Visa Stamping Fee: Pay the stamping fee in cash (USD or VND) to receive your visa. 

Many travelers find VOA convenient, but it’s crucial for those seeking a visa for Vietnam for British 
citizens to double-check all documentation before departure. 

Note: VOA is only applicable for air travel and at designated airports. 

3. Embassy Visa 

Alternatively, British citizens can apply for a visa through the Vietnamese Embassy in the UK. This 
method is suitable for those who prefer to have their visa before traveling. 

Application Process: 

1.​ Contact the Embassy: Request application forms and requirements.​
 

2.​ Submit Documents: Provide the completed application form, passport, photographs, and any 
additional required documents.​
 

3.​ Processing Time: Apply well in advance of your travel date. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

To ensure a hassle-free entry and exit from Vietnam, British travelers should be aware of the following: 

●​ Passport Validity: Ensure your passport is valid for at least six months beyond your intended 
stay.​
 

●​ Blank Pages: Your passport should have at least two blank pages for visa stamps.​
 

●​ Damaged Passports: Avoid traveling with a damaged passport.​
 

●​ Consistent Passport Use: Enter and exit Vietnam using the same passport.​
 

●​ Visa Accuracy: Verify that the visa details and entry/exit stamps are correct. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 

●​ Overstaying Visa: Overstaying can result in fines, deportation, or future entry bans.​
 

https://www.evisaprime.com/how-to-apply-for-a-vietnam-visa-from-the-uk
https://www.evisaprime.com/how-to-apply-for-a-vietnam-visa-from-the-uk


●​ Incorrect Entry Points: E-visas are valid only at specified entry points.​
 

●​ Incomplete Documentation: Always carry all necessary documents, including your visa 
approval letter (for VOA), passport, and photographs. 

Conclusion 

Understanding the visa policies and entry requirements is essential for a successful and stress-free visit to 
Vietnam. Whether you qualify for visa exemption or need to apply for an e-visa, VOA, or embassy-issued 
visa, it's important to plan ahead and follow the correct procedures. British citizens have multiple flexible 
options to suit their travel needs, and staying informed can save time and prevent complications. Use this 
guide to navigate the process confidently, and make the most of your exciting journey with the right 
Vietnam travel visa or appropriate visa for Vietnam for British citizens. 
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